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BUCKFASTLEIGH URBAN DISTRICT. 


Report on the Heelth of the District for the Year 1971. 
preface 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I present herewith the Report on the “eelth of the District during 
1971, drawn up along the lines suggested in Department of 4ealth & 
Social Security Circular 1/72, dated January, 1972. Included in the 
Report is the Re@ort of your public 4ealth Inspector. 


The Registrar General's population estimate of 2,690 persons is 
based upon the 1971 Census figure. There were 35 births giving a 
Standardised Birth Rate of 17.3 which is above the National Average of 
16.0 per thousand. Deaths increased to 46 giving ea Standardised Rate of 
12.8 which is above the National Average of 11.6, The majority of deaths 
were ceused by heart disease and cancer. There was one infant death due 
to aon unavoidable cause. 


Perhaps the greatest cause for concern in the Urban District is the 
fact that the “ilbury Sewage Works is unable to adequately purify the 
sewage it receives. It was thought that elimination of much of the 
infiltration water from defective sewers would have eased the situation, 
but this has not proved to be the cese. The problem is complicated by 
the fact that a high proportion of the sewage received at the Works is 
coming from various factories in the District and is a potent effluent. 
The Council's Consulting Engineers and the Devon River Authority are 
investigating the sitwation end secking a solution, possibly by extending 
the Works. 


Again I wish to thenk all Members of the Council and Staff for their 
help and co-operation during the year. 


John Wildman. 


Medical Officer of Health. 


July, 1972. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 1971. 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH. 
John Wildman, M.R.G. Si 3 baile Gia lee 5) Deets 9 M kh, G M, 


DEPUTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH, 


Mary E. Budding, M.B., B.Ch., B.Sc., D.P.He, MeFsCoM 


PUBLIC HEALTH INSPRCTOR (Also Surveyor). 


G.T.WeAllen, F.R.S.H., MA P.HI. 
Council Offices, 
Town “all, 
Buckfastleigh. Tel. Buckfastleigh 24544. 


PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 
Cheirman Councillor M, Tolchard. 
Chairman of the Council Councillor J.R.Willcocks. 
and 
Miss F.M.Axford, Messrs. A.W.Thompson, J.A.West, E.W.Pinney, 


ond Dr.M. Wigram. 


M.O.H.Cemtral Office. Area No.5 — South West Devon, 
Public Health Department, 
Council Offices, 
8, Plymbridge Rd., 
Plympton, Plymouth. Tel.Plymouth 36644. 
PL7 4LG. 


M.O.H.Clerk, Miss G. Prowse. Tel. Plymouth 46644, 
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SECTION &. 


VITAL STATISTICS AND GENERAL STATISTICS 1971. 
Table 1. 


Figures for 1 are shown in brackets. 
POPULATION: 


Estimated Mid-Year Population of Buckfastleigh Urban District. 
2,690 (2,440) 


Natural increase or decrease .e. eee - 11 (- 7) 
Migration in or out ea | Maerue +261 (-63) 
Total increase or decrease oe ees Ge +250 (-7) 


GENERAL STATISTICS: 
Area of Buckfastleigh Urban District in Acres. 
1, 365 
Number of Inhabited Houses according to Rate Books (1st April). 


1,033 (1,034) 


Wumber of Houses per acre faec wew. O8Tor (0.758) 
Number of Persons per acre don eee. deS 7h Cl. 767) 
Number of Persons per house is wee - 2.008 (2,30) 
Dwellings owned by the Council ... eee 395 ( 395) 


Rateable Velue of District (1st April) > 


£104,080 (£103,318) 


Sum Represented by New Penny Rate. 


£968 (£406) 
(Old Currency) 
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VITAL STATISTICS AND GENERAL STATISTICS 1971. 


Table 2. 
Figures for 1970 are shown in brackets 
BIRTHS: 


Standardised Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population ... 17.3 (21.4%) 
Area Comparability Factor for Births eee ees eee 1655 (1.33) 


Number of Live births 
Males Females Total 


Total Zt. 14 bi, 
Legitimate 19 14 44 
Illegitimate 2 6) 2 
Number of Still. Births 0 0 0 
DEATHS: 
Standardised Death Rate per 1,000 Population gee 42.0 (14.2) 


Lrea Comparebility Factor for Deaths ... eee eee 0.75 (0.75) 


Number of Deaths 
: Males Females — Total 


All Ages - Total 22 24 46 
Deaths of Infants under 1 yr. uy 0 LZ 
Number under 4 wecks of age Bf 0) £ 
Number under 1 week of age i 0 1 


Infentile Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births. «ae 2960 (26D) 
COMPARISON WITH RATES FOR ENGLAND AND WALES: 
Birth Rate 16.0 (16.0) Death Rate 11.6 (11.7) 


Infentile Mortality Rate 18.0 (18.0) 


(Infants under 1 year of age) 
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASES, 


No notifiable diseases were reported. 


i i a ner Se 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948. 
Section 47.- No statutory action wes necessary for the removal of 


persons in need of care and attention. 


Section S0.~- No burizls took place under this Section of the Act. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH 1971. 


B4 Enteritis and other Diarrhoeal Diseases 
B19( 3) Malignant Ncoplasm, Stomach ene 
B19(4) Malignant Neoplasm, Intestine ... 


B19(6) Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus 


B19(7) Malignant Neoplasm, Breast rr 
B19(8) Melignent Neoplasm, Uterus vee 
B19(11) Other Malignant Neoplasms Jax 


Bel Diabetes Mellitus... eee eee eoe 
B24 Anaemias eee eee eee eee eee 
B46(%) Mental Disorders <a ee 


B26 Chronic Rheumatic Heart Disease — 


B28 Ischaemic Hesrt Disease aa wae 
B29 Other Forms of Heert Disease ies 
B# Cerebrovascular Disease cae. wae 


B46(6) Other Diseases of Circuletory Systen 
B34(1) Bronchitis end Emphysema ... eee 
B46(8)Other Diseases of Digestive System 
B46(9) Other Diseases, Gcenito-Urinary System 
B43 Birth Injury, Difficult Labour, etc. 


B45 Symptoms and I11 Defined Conditions 


TOTAL ALL CAUSES eee eee eee eee 
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SECTION B. 


GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES. 


1. Hospitals. 


A General practitioner hospital with 15 mixed medical and surgical 
beds is situated in Ashburton. Other hospitals which serve the district 
are Newton Abbot Hospital «nd Torbey Hospital. There is a maternity unit 
at Broomborough Hospital, Totnes, to which many of the Buckfastleigh 
mothers are admitted for their confinements. 


2. County Council Health Services. 


Under the National ealth Service Act, 1946, the County Council 
provides the following services:- 


Domiciliary midwives, home nurses, health visitors, supervisory 
care of expectant and nursing mothers and children under five, 
ambulance services, veccination end immunisation procedures. 


One district nurse/midwife works in the district together with a 
health visitor and a nursing essistent. A child welfare clinic is held 
twice a month end the heelth visitor for the arec is in attendcnce. 


3. Social Services (Devon County Council). 


The Area Director of Sociel Services at The Family Welfare Cemtre, 
Pomeroy House, Brideetown, Totnes, Telephone Totnes 3665, is responsible 
for providing « Social Work Service under the Children s Acts, The 
Mental Health Act, 1959, end the National issistence Act, to the elderly, 
the mentally ill, the physically hendicanoed and homeless persons and 
femilies. The Social “ervices Department also eduministers the “ome 
Help Service, the Social Work Service to schools, the Vecupational 
Therapy Services end residmtial homes end centres. 


4, Laboratory Service. 


Bactcriological oxeminations of pathological specimens ond samples 
of milk, water ond ice cream ere cerried out at the Public Health 
Laboratories at Exetcr and Plymouth. The chawicel anelysis of woter is 
undertekcn by pubic enclysts et Exeter, end clso by the South West Devon 
Water Board, 


5. Health Centre. 


This was opened in May, 1966, end provides surgery accommodetion 
end clerical help for two General “edical Practitioners as well as clinic 
facilities for Devon County Council Services, 
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6. Mass Miniature Radiogranhy. 


Facilities were available at Totnes and Newton Abbot for the general 
public to visit the Mass Radiogrephy Unit, which called regularly every 
fortnight at those towns. 


7. Family Planning Service. 


Clinics are held each two months at Buckfastleigh Health Centre, on 
the 3rd Tuesdzy beginning at 2 p.m. 

The Orgenising Secretary is Mrs. Bidmead, 10,Hembury Park, Buckfast, 
Telephone Buckfiwtleigh 252%. 


8. Cervical Cytology. 


A cervical cytology clinic for the early detection of cancer in 
women is held approximately once e month at the Buckfastleigh Heclth 
Centre, Telephone Buckfastleigh 2534. All women sre eligibleto apply for 
a test. 


9. Mcals on Wheels. 


This voluntary service continued throughout the year end between 
9 end 14 meals on average were provided twice a week. The meals were 
cooked ai Buckfast Lbbey, due to the generosity of the Abbot. Team 
Voluntcer Helpers distributed the mecls under their Yrgeniser, Miss 
P.S.K.Davies (Beukfastleigh 2592). 
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SECTION C. 


SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA. 
1. Refuse. 


The guantity and variety of rubbish collected continues to increase, 
the average now being about 12 tons per week as against 11 tons in 1968, 
The material is burnt to reduce bulk and is then covered by quarry waste 
To overcome the trouble caused by trespassers on the Tip the Council have let 
the exclusive rights of salvage on the Tip to a local Scrap Merchant, and an 
immediate benefit wes noticed. UYwing to the total closing of a tip belonging 
to e neighbouring Authority we aly have had an increase in the amount of 
rubbish brought secretly to the + ‘ip end dumped over the hedges end fences. 


2. Sewerage. 


The defective sewers have now been relaid and an assessment of their 
value insofar as the flow is concerned showed a 623% reduction on the 
previous yeer's flow. Wham compared with the oreyious 8 years the figure was 
5%, so that a worthwhile and marked reduction has bem achieved. 


3. Sewage Disposal. 


Whilst good results heve been shown for the relaying of the defective 
sewers, the exclusion of the surface weter has meant that the sewage reaching 
the Works has not been diluted. From the analysis figures the finel B.O.D. 
has worsened considerzbly owing to the high strength of the influmt, as the 
efficiency of the Works is still the same. 


4, Caravans. 

There is no change in the numbers or control of the Caravan Parks from 
last year. In the case of the Council-owned Park, the number of caravaners 
does not abate and the Council have ordered that addi tional amenities be 
provided for next year. 

5. Swimming Pool. 

The continuous chlorination end re-circulation plant has proved 
satisfactory, but it was found that the water became very turbid end had to 
be changed more frequmtly than was anticipated, even though it was still 


sterile. 


This Town emenity continues to be very popular. 
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6. Rodent Control. 


The past year has shown again that the rat and mouse »opulation is very 
well maintained at a low level. 


7. Pest Control. 

In this field wesos continue to cause the greatest nuiscnce although 
ants are becoming a close second. Part of the increase in the number of 
complaints is undoubtecly due to a growing awareness of the public to the 
fact that this service exists. 


Wasps nests and ents in houses are dealt with free; a small charge 
is made for desling with them elsewhere, althouzh in the case of wasp nests 
near to the highway these are also dealt with without charge. 


8. Wator. 


Water is supplied by the South West Devon Water Board and is 
satisfactory both in quality and «uantity. 


9. Offices, Shops © "ailway Premises Act, 196% 


Ten new premises were registered during the year, 6 of which were for 
refreshments, illustrating the holiday attractions of the district. 
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SECTION D. 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD. 


1. Food Premises. 


These were sll visited at least once during the year, end were found 
to be un to standeid. 


Clesniiness of premises and of the workpcople employed is most 
satisfectory. 


3. Food Condemnation. 
One retail shop suffered losses by having a decp-freeze cabinet thaw 
out twice, allegedly due to the electricity power cuts upsetting the 


temperature controls. 


The surrendered peckets were immersed in disinfectent and tha buried 
on the refuse tip. 


4, Meat +nspection. 
No meat was inspected during the year es the two butchers now buy from 


an out-of-town absttoir. They both continue to have their sleughterhouses 
registered end licensed. 


2. 


af Wortsae 
CIE Tg OMA morroreener 


wtitsb sone Junot os tediefy fix on 
= byt ( t, 


fer ery ee | - ¢ 
pas Tot At? e- aM ~ gas ba 


cd 
s° 


or uf Soyofqus edgjoogiraw oft to Bag cou lewngy 0 


> ee 
“ 


tac’ soaking é rooTl-qooh « prived vd avetel bere tice coxa Liste 
oid (nh SoBan sti qowoq yi loietools of of Sub >Re 

: ip RED Win . 

SLovnoe, 

vas 


bofisd mid. bem domtootnte kb ar foesomet one agoNoog. Hots: 


J vos aredotid off of a9 teoy edt qabesh dod seqemne 
tiguoin tinds evad at ounktaos ited wat vt 


£ a> 
‘ * 
—<—- 
° 


SECTION E. 


HOUSING. 


1. Gemeral. 


Of the 1043 inhabited houses in the district 495 were owned by the 
Council. 


The two blocks of flats started last year have been completed and are 
now occupicd. 


& private Develover commenced an estate for 127 houses for private 
sale. 


2. Improvencnt Grants. 


Improvement grants were approved in respect of 9 private properties in 
the Town. 
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SECTION F. 


FACTORLES ACT, 1961, 


The following is « summary of information recuired in respect of 
the year 1971. A total of 74 inspections was made in res spect of 3% 
premises listed in the Factorics Register. 


One Fectory was especially visited on a number of occasions due to 
a neighbour's complaint of noise. The Factory Inspector was consulted end 
readings were teken but the noise wes found to be within the accentable 
range. 
Part I_ of the Act, 


1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health. 


(i) Factories without “ochanical Power. 


(Sections 1,2,3,4 & oy 


Number cn Registcr ..e. ime ee 
Insvections e@o0e eee eae aoe 2 
Wri tien No tices eee ese eee 0) 

) 


Occupiers prosecuted ... eee coe 


(ii) Factories with Mechanical Power 
(Section 7). 


Momber on Register .ss ces ces 2 
Inspections oe cabier 'skeh! sae; 20 
Written Notices on ask vaste 8 
Occupiers prosecuted ... eee ive’ O 


(iii) Other Premises under the Act. 
(Section 7) 
(Electric Stations, Institutions, Sites of Building 
Operations, Works of Ingineering Construction, but 
excluding Outworkers! Premises) « 


Number on Register .e-. eee a 

Inspections eee eee eee 43 

Written Netices re “or wae @ 

Occupiers prosecuted ... eee oee «=600 
2. Cases in which Defects were found. 


See teble overleaf. 
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2. Cases in which DETECTS were found. 


Particulars Number of cases in which Number of 
defects were found cases in 
which 
Referred prose- 
Found Remedied fby H./il. To H.M. cutions 
Insp. were made 


————— ro en 


Want of cleanliness = Zz 
tO<3:5) 


Overcrowding (S.2.) - 


; 
Unreasonable temo. ‘a 3 


(S.3.) 


Inadequate ventilation | _ = 
(S.4.) , 


Ineffective drainags 
of floors (S.6.) 


\ 
Sanitary coiveaicoices 
(3.7.) 
a) Insufficient 
b) Unsuitable or 
defective | 
c) Not separate for 
sexes | 
i 


Other offemces against 
the Act (nob including 
offences relating 

to outwork/ 


Total. 
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PART VIII OF THE ACT. 


OQUTWORK. 


(Sections 13% snd 124) 


A small Firm has become established in the Town for the supply of 
artificial flies for anglers. After training, the work is give out to 
about 15 females. This work does not eppear on the list specified by Order 
under the Act. 


Section 144 


Nature of 
work 


Section 144 


No. of No. of No.of No. of Notices |Prose 
out- cases of | prosec= [| instances j} served cutions 
workers jdefault utions of work 

in in for in un- 

August {sending failure {| wholesome 

List list to to | premises 

required {the supoly 

by Sec. {Council lists 

133(1) 


(c) 


(2) 


(3) 
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PART VIIL OF THE ACT, 


OUTWORK. 


(Sections 13% end 124) 


A small Firm has become established in the Town for the supply of 
artificial flies for anglers. After training, the work is given out to 
about 15 females. This work does not appear on the list specified by Order 
under the Act. 


Nature of Section 144 


work 


Section 144 


Prose- 
cutions 


Notices 
served 


No. of jNo. of No.of 
out- cases of | prosec-= 
workers jdcfault utions 


No. of 
instances 
of work 


in in for in un- 
August {sending failure {| wholesome 
List list to to j premises 
required {the supoly 

by Sec. {Council lists 

133(1) 


(c) 


(2) 


(3) 


Wearing 
apparel 
(making) 
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